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ABSTRACT 
 
Azizah Widya Pratiwi. 2019. Language Style in Social Media’s Meme and The 
Implication to English Language Learning. Thesis. English Language Education, 
Cultures and Languages Faculty. IAIN Surakarta. 
Advisor : Irwan Rohardiyanto, M.Hum. 
Key Words : Language Style, Social Media’s Meme, Implication 
 
The objectives of the research analyzed (1) the language style revealed on 
the caption written in each meme found in the social media sites; (2) the meaning 
of the caption written in each meme found in the social media sites; (3) the 
implication of the caption written in each meme found in the social media sites to 
learn English language. 
In this research, the researcher used a descriptive qualitative research in 
the type of content analysis using descriptive method of the study to help 
analyzing the data that she makes. The object of this research is meme found in 
social media, Facebook and Instagram. The researcher used Kirszner and 
Mandell’s classification of language to analyze the data related with the language 
style used in the meme caption, then the researcher also Leech’s types of meaning 
analyze the meaning the meme’s caption. She also explains the implication of 
social media’s meme to English language learning. The primary data of this 
research is the caption of pictured meme found in the social media, Facebook and 
Instagram, while the secondary data of this research are language style found in 
the meme’s caption and the previous study related with the object of the research. 
The result of this result shows that there are four kinds of language style 
according to Kriszner and Mandell (1978:10-23) in Sinaga (2018) used in the 
meme’s caption, those are slang language style, colloquial language style, 
informal language style, and formal language style. The researcher finds 110 
meme but only 30 meme that describes in the research finding chapter. There are 
10 data (33,33%) of slang language style, 1 data (3,33%) of colloquial language 
style, 15 data (50%) of informal language style, and 4 data (13,33%) of formal 
language style. Informal language style and slang language style are the language 
style most used in the meme’s caption. In this research, social and affective 
meaning are seen even just one meme. The implication of the meme is make the 
English language learner studied about vocabulary, sociolinguistics, creative 
writing, and also increase their enthusiasm to learning English language. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
A. Background of the Study  
  English language learners in Indonesia have a personal different reason for 
why they choose to study and mastering English. The first common reason is that 
English is an International Language. English as an International Language means 
we can understand all the information from different countries written in English. 
In this era, every country shares its knowledge and information in English to make 
the reader from another country know what they share and also makes that 
country get some attention to their development. The second reason is many 
people in Indonesia want to be an English teacher or tutor. The evidence is most 
of the universities in Indonesia have English Education as a major of education. 
English Education also well-known as a prestigious major and have good 
accreditation in the faculty of education. The appraisal of English Education 
major in society is indicating that the English language is attractive to be leaned. 
As the reason says, we can conclude that the English language is an interesting 
and popular object. The English Language has become more important too in 
Indonesian Education. Due to its importance, the minister of education has issued 
and applied regulation that English should be taught in the primary schools up to 
the university level. 
           Studying and mastering English as a foreign language is not as easy as we 
thought. We have to learn from the basic material from the truthful source such as 
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native source and native speaker. Those sources can we get during the lesson in 
the school and university in Indonesia easily because the education institute in 
Indonesia had improved all of the material and quality of the English language 
better and better. The learner can also learn by themselves in a different way that 
more interesting and fun. The first way is learning by doing something 
entertaining such as singing, watching a movie, playing games, and active in 
social media. Singing an English song and watching English movies can improve 
learner’s vocabulary mastery, grammar, listening skills, and speaking skills. 
Those skills are taught in the school, but the learner can get the material while 
they doing something fun out of the class as a productive hobby. Playing games in 
the English language can improve learner’s vocabulary mastery, grammar, and 
concentration in doing something. Concentration can be improved because the 
learners have to focus both on the game played and what the command says. The 
command is written or spoken in English so it means that they have to translate it 
into Indonesian directly. This activity is very appropriate for mastering the 
language in a fun way. 
           The last and the most entertaining way to learn English is active in social 
media. Social media now is very attractive to people. Almost all of the people in 
the world installed at least one social media application in their smartphone. In 
recently, social networking among second cycle students has become more 
popular. It is a way to make connections among people even for academic 
purposes (Choney in Owusu-Acheaw, M., and Larson, Agatha Gifty, 2015). 
Social media sites allow users to share ideas, activities, events, and interests 
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within their networks. It can make the possibility to connect people who share 
interests and activities across educational, political, economic, and business 
aspects. Discussion about those topics can be done just by active in social media. 
After that, the people or the users can get updated information every time. 
           There are some kinds of social media applications that very well known in 
our society. The first is Facebook, headed for global connectivity and social 
marketing platform. With 2 billion users and 70 million businesses on Facebook, 
the social media giant will search for ways to monetize beyond the News Feed. 
Mobile video is Facebook’s biggest bet in 2018 (a report from Hootsuite, Social 
Media Trends 2018). Facebook is most used for chatting with other people around 
the world. We can also share a photo or picture and the other people or account 
can comment on the comment bar.  
           Instagram has a similar function as Facebook which is we can upload a 
photo and the other people or account can comment on the comment bar. 
Instagram headed for peer-to-peer sharing and growing engaged communities. 
Instagram’s user growth sped up in 2017, adding 200+ million new users. With 
the explosive popularity of Instagram stories (up to 250 million daily users) and 
enhanced live video features, Instagram’s focus will remain on organic 
engagement. Instagram offers strong organic engagement, especially with the rise 
in peer-to-peer sharing, live video, and dark social (such as private messages and 
disappearing content). In 2018, we have seen mobile video engagement continue 
to rise and extended advertiser options, including ads in Stories (a report from 
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Hootsuite, Social Media Trends 2018). We can found not only an aesthetic photo 
or picture but also some funny pictures with a caption that well known as a meme.  
           The term “meme” was coined by Richard Dawkins in Nissenbaum, A. & 
and Shifman, L., 2018 as a cultural parallel to genes. According to his conception, 
"a meme is a cultural unit that is spread from one person to another through 
copying and imitation". Recently, the term has been adopted to mark the more 
specific phenomenon of internet memes. According to Shifman (2013), internet 
memes are groups of digital items sharing common characteristics, created with 
awareness of each other. Shifman (2014) also argues that memes are defined by 
their common characteristics: simplicity, presence of attempts at humor, and their 
featuring of common people. It means that memes not only use for entertains but 
also created to share an issue that makes the readers aware of the current global 
issue. English meme can be used to get information about something and for 
learning the English language by the learner. The language that can be learned is 
the caption of the meme. 
           The majority of memes used a san serif font, in multiple colors, and a mix 
of capital and lowercase letters, that’s called caption. The caption of the meme can 
be understood if the caption was written well. We can say the caption is written 
well if the caption has a good sentence structure, use the common language, use 
the appropriate slang language well, and match with the picture. A meme also 
uses the language to deal with culture. The ability to understand a meme instance 
often requires knowledge of cultural conventions and those who do not 
satisfactorily follow its template are likely to be ignored or punished (Miltner, 
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2014; Nissenbaum & Shifman, 2017 in Asaf Nissenbaum and Limor Shifman, 
2018). Slang language is one of the aspects of the cultural convention of language 
that most used for the meme caption. Slang language is mostly used because the 
meme is a thing for humor and entertains. Language and cultural conventions 
found in meme caption can be learned in a brief explanation in the sociolinguistic 
study.  
            Sociolinguistics has many branches and sub-content. Sociolinguistics 
study is given to the English learner since they start to studying English but not in 
the specific form. We can get a specific form of sociolinguistic in the university, 
especially the English Language major. Sociolinguists study the relationship 
between language and society. They are interested in explaining why we speak 
differently in different social contexts, and they are concerned with identifying the 
social functions of language and the ways it is used to convey social meaning 
(Holmes, 2013: 1). In line with Holmes, Rokhman (2013: 1) in, Latifah, Lutfiatun 
et.al. (2017) stated that sociolinguistics is an interdisciplinary science between 
sociology and linguistics, two fields of empirical science that have very close 
connections.  
           One of the sociolinguistic study’s branches is language style. This research 
discussed the language style used in the meme caption. Learning language style 
with meme’s caption sounds effective because meme commonly shared and found 
on social media. We can analyze the caption with sociolinguistics study and know 
about the kinds and the meaning of sociolinguistics itself and the most important 
one in this research is language style. Social media here play a role as the society, 
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whereas the meme’s caption is the language. In this research, the caption of the 
meme is analyzed by language style theory according to Mandell and Kirszner. 
 
Picture 1.1 Example of Meme 
  Above is the example of English meme with picture and caption on it. In 
the example of meme above, we can conclude that the meaning or the context of 
the meme is about campus or college life. The caption means that the student is 
struggling with a journal article that he needs to do the task or assignment. The 
struggle is the journal article is behind the “paywall” or we can say we need to 
pay to access or get that journal. The sentence “Let me in.” in the meme is the 
students’ conversation which indicates that he extremely wants to get the journal 
article on free or don’t have to pay it. The picture of a meme has an important role 
because can help the reader to get more view about what the meme means or what 
the message of the meme. The picture above helps the reader because the reader 
can discern the character’s expression. The language style used in that meme is 
informal because the language used is informal. The example of meme above 
taken from Instagram, the name of the account is “willy.shakess”. The meme was 
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uploaded on March 8th, 2019. The researcher found this meme using hashtag 
#englishmeme.  
           We can found meme on the internet or application easily. In this research, 
the researcher uses two sites of social media, there are Facebook and Instagram. 
The meme was chosen randomly from both social media applications. Those 
applications were chosen because more appropriate to share and found the meme 
picture. We can conclude that the social media and the meme are agreed with the 
definition of sociolinguistics study so that he researcher is interested in 
conducting research entitled “LANGUAGE STYLE IN SOCIAL MEDIA’S 
MEME AND THE IMPLICATION TO STUDENTS’ ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
LEARNING”. 
B. Limitation of the Problem 
  The researcher focused and expressly limits the research on the caption of 
each meme found in the social media sites or application. There are many kinds of 
memes found on the internet or social media. The kinds that intended are the form 
of a meme, those are pictured meme with the caption, caption meme, and video 
form. The researcher only uses pictured meme with English caption on it and 
shared also used by English and non-English people. Pictured English meme with 
caption was chosen because this thesis analyzes the written language style that 
used in the meme. Pictured English meme is also eye-catching because has a little 
written caption and usually uses a funny picture to entertain the reader. The whole 
of this research is analyzed using the theory of language style according to 
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Mandell and Kirszner which focuses on analyzing the language style of the 
caption. This research also focuses on finding the implication of sociolinguistic 
theory and material to learn the English language. There are many kinds of social 
media sites, for examples Facebook, Youtube, Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter, 
WhatsApp, Line, WeChat, KakaoTalk, Pinterest, LinkedIn, Reddit, etc. For this 
research, the researcher chooses two social media application that used to find the 
meme, Instagram and Facebook. The researcher used Instagram and Facebook 
because some sites in the world ranked Instagram and Facebook as the top five the 
most used social media application. Those applications are also appropriate to find 
pictured meme for the data because the main function of those applications is to 
upload a picture or photo.  
C. Problem Formulation  
 Based on the research background, the researcher discusses some problems in 
this research. They are: 
1. What is the language style revealed in the caption written in each meme 
found in the social media sites? 
2. What is the meaning of the caption written in each meme found in the 
social media sites? 
3. What is the implication of the caption written in each meme found in the 
social media sites to learn the English language? 
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D. The Objective of the Study  
  In line with the problem statements, the objectives of the study are as 
follows: 
1. To know what is language style revealed in the caption written in each 
meme found in the social media sites. 
2. To find out the meaning of the caption written in each meme found in the 
social media sites. 
3. To understand the implication of the caption written in each meme found 
in the social media sites to learn the English language. 
E. The Benefits of the Study  
  From the discussion of problem statement of this research, this research 
gives some benefit, such as: 
1. Theoretical Benefit 
 The study focuses on understanding the kinds and meaning of 
sociolinguistics in the meme’s caption found in the social media sites and 
application, so the result of this study and research is to understand and 
know about the language style used and the meaning of language style 
study for helping to find out the objective of this study. The researcher 
also will be explaining the implication of the sociolinguistics aspects 
found in meme’s caption to learn the English language. 
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2. Practical Benefit 
a. To The Readers 
 The readers can understand the language style used in the 
meme’s caption and know how the implication of each aspect to 
learn the English language. 
b. To The Other Researchers 
   The result of the research can be used as further 
information for other researchers that have related discussion about 
the analysis of language style in the meme caption. The next 
researcher also expected to apply this media to the student in his or 
her research to be implemented. They also can find out the other 
different aspects of the English language in the meme’s caption for 
the next research.  
c. To English Foreign Language Teacher 
 This research may give away for English language teachers 
to be creative in the teaching and learning process using this media 
and technology but still give the best explanation of each material 
for the students. 
d. To English Foreign Language Learner 
 This research may give knowledge about sociolinguistics 
material and aspect for English Foreign Language learners. The 
knowledge that given in form of analysis of the meaning of the 
meme’s caption to the EFL learner to make them more get the 
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knowledge about sociolinguistics and also the kinds of 
sociolinguistics and its meaning and the meanings. The learner can 
also learn by their learning style by this media and technology in a 
more fun and interesting way. 
F. Definition of Key Terms 
1. Sociolinguistics 
 Sociolinguists study the relationship between language and society. 
They are interested in explaining why we speak differently in different 
social contexts, and they are concerned with identifying the social 
functions of language and the ways it is used to convey social meaning 
(Holmes, 2013: 1). 
2. Language Style 
 Language style is defined as the choice of words used by a specific 
group of people when speak in a place and in one condition (Maraden, 
2016). 
3. Social Media 
 Social media is the term often used to refer to new forms of media 
that involve interactive participation (Manning, 2014). 
4. Meme 
 A meme is a cultural unit that is spread from one person to another 
through copying and imitation (Dawkins in in Nissenbaum, A. & and 
Shifman, L., 2018.) 
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW ON THE RELATED THEORIES 
A. Theoretical Description 
1. Sociolinguistics 
Sociolinguists study the relationship between language and society. 
They are interested in explaining why we speak differently in different 
social contexts, and they are concerned with identifying the social 
functions of language and the ways it is used to convey social meaning. 
Examining the way people use language in different social contexts 
provides a wealth of information about the way language works, as well as 
about the social relationships in a community, and the way people convey 
and construct aspects of their social identity through their language. 
(Holmes, 2013:1). 
Wardhaugh (1992:13) in Prasetya (2018) says that sociolinguistics 
is concerned with investigating the relationships between language and 
society with the goal being a better understanding of the structure of 
language and how language functions in communication. Spolsky (1998:3) 
in Prasetya (2018) also said that sociolinguistics is the field that studies the 
relationship between language and society, between the use of language 
and the social structures in which the users of the language live. 
Meanwhile, according to Anthony (2010:16) in Maraden (2016), 
sociolinguistics is a developing branch of linguistics and sociology which 
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investigates the individual and social variation of language. In line with 
Anthony, Ball (2010:12) in Maraden (2016) stated that sociolinguistics is 
how speakers group themselves in socially meaningful ways. 
From the statement above, we can conclude that language has its 
own rules for being used by different people in a different situation. We 
are choosing the language and the word that we will say with considering 
many aspects. Those aspects are the situation (formal or non-formal), 
gender, age, different culture or even mother language, community, and 
sociality.  
Maraden (2016) stated that sociolinguistics also a branch of 
linguistics and sociology. Sociolinguistics focus on what factor of 
language and language’s effect on the society, including cultural norms 
expectation, interaction, context, and the way language is used including 
language varieties and language style and how people use it in daily life. 
This thesis focused to discuss the language style used in the object 
analyzed. 
2. Language Style 
The language style is defined as the choice of words used by a 
specific group of people when speaking in a place and one condition. 
Language Style is pivotal to the construct in the study of sociolinguistic 
variation (Maraden, 2016). We have to use different language styles in a 
different situation in conversation. The partner who we talk to also 
influences our language style automatically. Labov (2016) in John R. 
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Rickford and Penelope Eckert (2001) stated that stylistic variability in 
speech affords us the possibility of observing a linguistic change in 
progress. 
Style is very important in the daily conversation each person has 
different kinds of style when they speak. Todorov (1993:44) said that 
language style is the choice among the other alternatives in using language. 
It refers to the way to convey the same information by using different 
expressions and related to different variations of language that are used in 
a different situation. The participant has to apply the right style depends on 
the situation and condition. There are many kinds of people with different 
characteristics. It influences people to arrange the right style of language 
while they get interacting and communicating with others. The kinds of 
styles are explained by Joos (1976:153) in The Five O’clocks book. There 
are five different kinds of basic language styles, Frozen style, Formal style, 
Casual style, Consultative style and Intimate style (Prasetya, 2018): 
a. Frozen Style or Oratorical Style 
According to Joss (1976:154), it is a style which is intended to be 
remembered and used in very formal setting such as palace and 
church ritual. It is used also in a sermon that the people are mostly 
unknown to other. It means, the usage of speech depends of the 
certain form. In this case both speaker and hearer do not permit to ask 
a question. 
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Frozen style is speech style that usually used in very formal 
situation. It called “Frozen” because it already has a pattern and 
cannot be changed. Frozen style has a long sentence than the others. 
The utterance of this style must be accepted seriously by the hearer. 
This style is usually used in literary book, president speech, wedding 
ceremony, etc. For the patterns, it seems like a standard language that 
only used in formal situation. So, for conversation between friends, it 
does not use this kind of language variety. The speaker must plan 
ahead, framing whole sentences before they are delivered. It is also 
used in speaking to a single hearer. 
Example: ”Expressing our gratitude must be delivered just for God, 
…” 
b. Formal Style or Deliberative Style 
According to Richard (1985:109), formal or deliberative style is 
defined as the type of language style that is used in situations in which 
the speakers are very careful about pronunciation, choice of words, 
and sentence structure. It is usually used in important or serious 
situations, such as in scholar and technical reports, classrooms, formal 
speeches, and sermons. Formal style has three characteristics, namely 
having a single topic, using a sentence structure that shows less 
intimacy between the speaker and hearer, and using standard forms. 
Formal style is used in formal situation where the communication is 
one way communication means there is no interruption. It purposes to 
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inform something important, so that sometimes the speaker needs a 
preparation first. It is artificially explicit in this pronunciation. 
Example: “I would like to introduce myself to you…” 
c. Consultative Style 
Consultative style is that shown our norm for coming to term with 
strangers who speak our language but whose personal stock of 
information may be different (Joos, 1976:155). It is the style that is 
used in semi-formal situation. It happens in two-ways participation 
that means it must be a pair conversation. The consultative style can 
be found in conversation between teacher-student, doctor-patient and 
etc. This style can be used in formal situation and informal situation. 
Another characteristic of this style is in the structure of the sentences. 
It has subject and predicate in every utterance, but some word of 
vocabulary are non-standard ones. This is because actually 
consultative style is produced in semi-formal situation. 
According to Francis (1965:254) there are some characteristics of 
this style. First, the choice of words is maintaining accurate balance 
with the requirements available in the few of talk exchange. Second, 
the pronunciation is clear but do not produce a continue sound. Third, 
the grammar is complete or closely observed which means that it is 
properly organized and used. 
Example: “Excuse me, I think I have a better idea for this problem.” 
 
 17 
 
d. Casual Style 
According to Martin Joss in his book Five Clocks (1967: 155), 
casual style is a style that is used for the conversation in informal 
situation that is appropriate to conversation with friends, co-worker, 
and each other such as outside the classroom when the student have a 
chat. The situation is non-formal. It can be found in chat outclass 
class room where the language does not bound with grammatical rules. 
The vocabulary that is used are influenced the dialect. Casual style is 
characterized by use of slang. Slang is non-standard form of word 
which is known and used by a certain group. This is a prime 
indication of in group relationship. It is used only with insiders, and it 
an assumed to know only by members of the group. For example: to 
teenagers or to some clique among adolescents.  
Example: “Wanna come to my house for party?” 
e. Intimate Language Style 
Intimate language style is a completely private language developed 
within families, lovers, and the closest friends (Joos, 1976:156). 
Normally the intimate group is pair the intimate labels like dear, 
darling, honey, mom, dad or other nicknames might be used in this 
situation. Intimate language style excludes public information Of 
course, it is not public assumption, and it means that intimate has 
private vocabularies with the addressee. It manifests extremely 
structural simplicity. Intimate language style is usually used by 
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participants who have very close relationship, like between family 
members, between close friends. This language can be identified by 
the use of incomplete language, short words, and usually with unclear 
articulation. This because between participants already understood 
each other. The reasons for using intimate language style are to 
express feeling between the speakers, to express intimate phenomena. 
By using intimate language style, the most informal atmosphere can 
be produced, and automatically skip the distance and create 
comfortable communication. 
Example: “Seen Anna lately?” 
Meanwhile this research will be analyzed and discussed with the 
classification of language style according to Kirszner and Mandell that 
resemble to Joss’s theory. Kriszner and Mandell (1978:10-23) in Sinaga 
(2018) divide language style in four levels, they are: 
a. Slang Style 
  Slang is very informal language that includes now and sometimes 
not polite words and meanings, and it is often used among particular 
groups of people and is usually not used in serious speech or writing. 
Slang refers to words, phrases and uses that are regarded as very 
informal and often restricted to special context or peculiar to a 
specified profession class. 
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 Example: 
1) “You can’t get your phone to work? Just switch it off, move 
the battery around and turn it back on and Bob’s your uncle!” 
Bob’s your uncle means to express when you are dealing with 
a problem, and it is resolved or easily sorted out. 
2) My mum was really chuffed that I had the highest score in my 
entire college! 
Really chuffed means to describe being really happy or pleased 
at something, particularly an achievement, or something 
you’re proud of. 
3) I don’t want to see an action movie – they’re really not my cup 
of tea.  
Not my cup of tea means to express when something is not to 
your preference or liking. 
b. Colloquial Style 
  Colloquial style is similar to slang, when used in writing it gives 
the impression of speech. It is not as radical as slang, and it is more 
relaxed and conversational than formal style. 
 Example: 
1) “I can't stand him wearing flip- flops to dinner. It's an act of 
impoliteness.” 
Flip-flops mean rubber sandals used at the seaside. 
 20 
 
2) “As she waited for her in-laws' visit, she would always keep 
her flat shipshape.” 
Shipshape means tidy or in good order. 
3) “Do not protest: you'll have to do your homework by hook or 
by crook.” 
By hook or by crook means by any possible method. 
c. Informal Style 
 Informal style is a type of language style used with more familiar 
people in casual conversation. In informal style, contractions are used 
more often, rules of negation and agreement may be altered, and slang 
or colloquialisms may be used. Informal style also permits certain 
abbreviations and deletions, but they are rule governed. 
Example: 
1) Deleting the “you” subject and the auxiliary often shorten 
questions. Instead of asking, “Are you running in the 
marathon,” a person might ask, “Running the marathon?” 
2) Using contraction such as what’s up, what’s going on, she’s. 
d. Formal Style 
  Formal style is used in formal setting and is one-way in nature. 
This use of language usually follows a commonly accepted format. It 
is usually impersonal and formal, and it also used in addressing 
audience usually that is too large or permit effective interchange 
between speaker and hearers. This style usually exists in sermons, 
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rhetorical statement, and questions, speeches, pronouncements made 
by judges, announcements. 
 Example: 
1) “Good morning, what I could help to you sir?” 
2) “Could you give me your identity card sir?” 
3) “I would like to introduce myself to you.” 
  Because slang and colloquial are included to informal language 
style, the researcher writes them into informal language style with 
slang and informal language style with colloquial.  
3. Meaning 
 In this research, the researcher explains in brief what the meaning of 
each caption. We can speak quite properly of, for example, 'looking up the 
meaning of a word' in a dictionary. Nevertheless, it appears that the sense 
in which a word or phrase 'has a meaning' is derivative from the sense in 
which a sentence 'has a meaning': to say a word or phrase 'has a meaning' 
is to say that there are sentences in which it occurs which 'have meanings'; 
and to know the meaning which the word or phrase has, is to know the 
meanings of sentences in which it occurs. All the dictionary can do when 
we 'look up the meaning of a word' is to suggest aids to the understanding 
of sentences in which it occurs. Hence it appears correct to say that what 
'has meaning' in the primary sense is the sentence (Austin, 1990). 
 There are seven types of meaning according to Leech (1981) in 
Umagandhi and Vinothini (2017): 
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a) Logical or conceptual meaning 
 What Leech calls as conceptual meaning was the same as 
what other scholars call ‘denotative’, or ‘designative’, or 
‘cognitive’, or ‘descriptive’ meaning. 
b) Connotative meaning 
 Leech’s (1981) connotative meaning was concerned with 
the real-world experiences one associate with the linguistics 
expression one uses or hears. The connotative meaning was 
peripheral when compared with conceptual meaning. It was also 
relatively unstable as it varies according to culture, historical 
periods and experience of the individual. The connotative meaning 
was indeterminate and open-ended. This was because this depends 
upon the knowledge and faiths of the speakers and may belong to 
any characteristics of the referent, real or imaginary as identifies 
by the speaker. But conceptual meaning consists of a closed set of 
features which are finite in number. 
c)  Social meaning 
 Social meaning was that information which a piece of 
language (i.e. a pronunciation variation, a word, phrase, sentence, 
etc.,) conveys about the social circumstance of its use. Social 
meaning was understood through the recognition of different 
dimension and level of style within the same language. Aspects of 
language variation like social or regional dialect variation, style 
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variation like formal, informal, colloquial, slang etc., in a social 
situation a functional meaning of a sentence may differ from its 
conceptual meaning due to its illocutionary force. 
d) Affective meaning 
 Affective meaning was the aspects of meaning which 
“reflects personal feelings of the speaker, includes the attitude of 
the listener or his attitude to something the listener was talking 
about. 
e) Reflected meaning 
 Reflected meaning was the meaning which arises in cases 
when a word has multiple conceptual meaning or polysemous, 
when one sense of a word form part of our response (or reaction) 
to another sense. 
f) Collocative meaning 
 Collocative meaning consists of the association a word 
acquires on account of the meaning of words which tend to occur 
in its environment. 
g) Thematic meaning 
 Thematic meaning was that “what was communicated by 
the way in which a speaker or writer organize the message, in 
terms of ordering, focus, and emphasis”. The thematic meaning 
can also be expressed by means of stress and intonation to 
highlight information in one part of a sentence. 
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4. Social Media 
 Social media is the term often used to refer to new forms of media 
that involve interactive participation. Often the development of media is 
divided into two different ages, the broadcast age, and the interactive age. 
In the broadcast age, media were almost exclusively centralized where one 
entity—such as a radio or television station, newspaper, company, or a 
movie production studio—distributed messages to many people. (Manning, 
2014). Although the term social media has taken on numerous meanings 
and is somewhat open to interpretation as the domain is constantly 
reinventing itself, generally, the term refers to “websites and applications 
used for social networking” (Oxford Dictionaries, 2012) in Manrai (2013).  
       There are many social media sites or applications that familiar in our 
society, for example, Instagram, Facebook, Whatsapp, Youtube, Twitter, 
Snapchat, etc. Those applications can be downloaded free in “Play Store” 
of android or other devices. For having own social media accounts, people 
just have to download the desired application and sign up with an e-mail 
or mobile phone estimate. After that, the users write a password for their 
account and the account is ready to use. 
       The easy of getting the application and make the account are the 
reasons why people use and interest in social media. Previously, social 
media in society is estimated as an entertaining thing. But now, many 
people use social media because estimate the business aspect. People get 
some money from their social media account and make that as an 
 25 
 
occupation. For example, people making a video and publish that on 
Youtube. We usually called that occupation as a Youtuber or Vlogger. We 
also called that occupation as a passionpreneur because they make video 
content that agrees with their own passion, for example, Beauty Vlogger, 
Food Vlogger, Travel Vlogger, etc. They get the money or salary from the 
American multinational technology company named Google. The other 
example is from Instagram. Instagram is a social media application that 
usually used to upload a picture. In Indonesia, we familiar with an 
occupation as ‘Selebgram’ on Instagram. The word ‘Selebgram’ formed 
from the word ‘Seleb’ means Celebrity and ‘gram’ means Instagram itself. 
‘Selebgram’ is a people who upload a picture on their Instagram account 
and get some money or salary from that. The picture can be a photo of a 
product and the ‘Selebgram’ as the user have to promote that product well. 
They get the salary from the owner of the product promoted.  
       The current analyses and trends suggest that the future of social media 
will become a more seamlessly integrated networking platform that will 
enable companies to keep pace with users’ increasingly mobile existence 
(Manrai, 2013). The profit of using social media is also making the people 
have more interest for make a social media account. They even have more 
than one social media account. For example, the researcher of this thesis 
has one of the social media accounts just for entertaining such as 
Instagram, Whatsapp, Twitter, Youtube, and Facebook. We can use social 
media for entertaining because we can find the entertaining content in a 
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picture, video, or written form. In Instagram and Facebook, we can find 
some pictures with humor content that we call a meme. The meme shared 
freely and the social media user can enjoy it every time. 
5. Language Style in Social Media 
 The users of social media come from all over the world, each bringing 
their backgrounds and cultures into the mix (Boyd & Ellison, 2007; Kelly-
Holmes & Pietikäinen, 2012) in Jimma (2017). Therefore, social media 
has various characteristics of language style. It depends on who is the user, 
who is the writer or author of the topic, who is the target, and what is 
being shared. In other words, social media is something that pays attention 
to the languages used in different manners and for different purposes. 
Social media use the formal language style when the topic that shared is a 
formal topic such as news. The author of news is commonly a reporter that 
has to use the formal language oftentimes. The target or the readers of the 
topic are the citizens, so the language that users should be in a formal style 
to the reader got the point of the news. This is important because social 
media allows people to shares a topic or any other in a different language. 
For example English as an International Language. Although English is an 
International Language that learned by most people in the world, the 
language style used to write the topic is should be formal language style. 
       Meanwhile, social media can use another language style, which is 
colloquial. This style of language is an informal language that usually used 
in daily conversation. This language style can also use in written form, for 
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example online chatting with social media. The partners for chatting are 
known people such as a friend, family, relatives, and others. Therefore, 
both of them (or more) can freely use the informal language for their own 
necessary. 
       The last most used language style in social media is slang language. 
Social media users are mostly the teenager that has their language to use in 
the society or certain community. Slang language also excessively used in 
the meme caption. A meme is an informal thing so it uses a kind of 
informal language such as slang language. This research focused to 
analyze the language style used in the meme caption only. 
6. Meme 
a. Definition of Meme 
 The term of “meme” is first introduced by Dawkins (2007), a 
biologist from England. Its word rooted from Greek: mimeme which 
means “imitation”. The examples of memes are tunes, ideas, catch-
phrases, clothes fashions, and ways of making pots or of building 
arches (Handayani, 2016).  According to his conception, a meme is a 
cultural unit that is spread from one person to another through copying 
and imitation. Recently, the term has been adopted to mark the more 
specific phenomenon of Internet memes: groups of digital items sharing 
common characteristics, created with awareness of each other (Shifman, 
2013). An Internet meme is thus comprised of multiple related instances; 
its creators take an item (text, image, or video) and change parts of it to 
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input their own ideas, while keeping a consistent resemblance to the 
memetic group (Milner, 2016; Wiggins & Bowers, 2014). 
 As Mirosław Pęczak wrote in his ironic commentary in “Polityka”, 
the most important trait of an internet meme is its infectiousness, which 
is probably why all messages from the “funny” category circulating in 
the internet are referred to as such—for laughing is often infectious 
(Juza, 2013). 
 In its early days, “meme”, which incidentally is often 
mispronounced as “me-me” or “meh-meh”, but in fact should be 
pronounced “meem”, primarily was only known and used by certain 
academics, but today this neologism is beginning to reach widespread 
use thanks to describing the viral spread of jokes, ideas, etc. via the 
internet. 
 “Meme” was coined by the often controversial evolutionary 
biologist Richard Dawkins in his 1976 book, The Selfish Gene.  In it, he 
states the following: 
We need a name for the new replicator, a noun that conveys 
the idea of a unit of cultural transmission, or a unit of 
imitation. ‘Mimeme’ comes from a suitable Greek root, but I 
want a monosyllable that sounds a bit like ‘gene’. I hope my 
classicist friends will forgive me if I abbreviate mimeme to 
meme. If it is any consolation, it could alternatively be 
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thought of as being related to ‘memory’, or to the French 
word même. It should be pronounced to rhyme with ‘cream’. 
 The French word même that he references means “same” or “alike” 
(though the meaning changes somewhat depending on how it is used).  
The Greek word “mimeme” he derives “meme” from comes from the 
Ancient Greek μίμημα (mīmēma), meaning “that which is imitated” / 
“something imitated” / “something copied” (Hiskey, 2012). 
 According to Dawkins in He (2008), a meme is a replicator, a unit 
of cultural evolution, which makes it possible for human ideas to evolve 
in manners similar to biological evolution. In point of fact, Dawkins 
presents two versions of the definition of a meme: 
1) A meme is "a unit of cultural transmission, or a unit of 
imitation", and "examples of memes are tunes, ideas, catch-
phrases, clothes fashions, ways of making pots or of building 
arches" (Dawkins, 1976: 206). 
2) A meme is "a unit of information residing in a brain", and "the 
phenotypic effects of a meme may be in the form of words, 
music, visual images, styles of clothes, facial or hand gestures" 
(Dawkins, 1982: 109). 
b. History and Some Facts of Meme 
 One of the earliest (and maybe even the first) Internet meme was 
the emoticon (Davison). The “sideways smiley face” composed entirely 
of punctuation marks was created on 19 September 1982 by Scott E. 
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Fahlman. An avid USENET user, Fahlman realised that the lack of a 
visual channel in online communication needed to be overcome to 
avoid misunderstandings, for example while using humor or sarcasm. 
He suggested the usage of ':-)' as a way of marking posts that were not 
meant to be taken seriously. He also created ':-(', which he proposed to 
be the sign indicating that the post is indeed serious. 
 The smiley quickly spread to other communities and it soon 
became a meme. The emoticon, as it began to be called, already 
displays many definite characteristics of Internet memes in a very 
minimalistic form. The early years of the Internet were script-based3 – 
like USENET, the “original text-only social network” (Biggs) – and yet 
visuals were seeping in. Emoticons are pictograms (or icons) of faces, 
created by putting certain characters (e.g. letters, numbers, punctuation 
marks) on a regular computer keyboard in a certain order; similar to 
ASCII Art (which has been around since about 1966) yet simpler, as 
knowledge of ASCII codes was not necessary. Their function was 
twofold: to intentionally communicate specific non-verbal information 
(Yus 167) and to entertain (Börzsei, 2013). 
  Meme or Mimema is also a genus of beetles of the family 
Monotomidae.  In addition, there is a species of moth known as the 
Hyposmocoma mimema in the Cosmopterigidae family. One of the 
most popular internet memes of all time, the Demotivator meme, has its 
origins in a company called Successories.  This company was started by 
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Mac Anderson in 1985.  Among their products were motivational 
posters with the now classic black background and text underneath a 
picture.  Around 1998, along came Despair Inc., who started making 
spoofs of these motivational posters.  In the beginning, these tended to 
be near exactly the same as their motivational counterparts which 
tended to feature some artsy photograph and were “office friendly”.  
The original demotivators would just change the text to be something 
depressing instead of uplifting.   
 The first reference to the “Herp/Derp” Internet meme was in a 
work by yet another meme generating power-house, Trey Parker and 
Matt Stone.  The particular work by them that popularized “Derp” was 
Baseketball. In the movie, at one point the two are caught sniffing a 
woman’s underwear and Matt Stone yells “Derp!” The two South Park 
creators have also used it several times in South Park, first appearing in 
the April 21, 1999 “The Succubus” episode. 
 Memes have been compared to viruses in terms of how they can 
spread throughout a population, and then sometimes go dormant for a 
time, only to spring up again by eliciting some behavior from its host. 
German biologist Richard Semon in 1904 suggested a word to mean not 
only similar to Dawkins’ idea of a meme, but the actual spelling of the 
word itself was nearly the same.  In his case, he called it a Mneme 
(Hiskey, 2012). 
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c. Function 
 Generally, a meme is used to entertain the reader because its 
content is about humor and jokes are even written with non-formal and 
slang language. In this research, the researcher tries to find out the other 
function of the meme, which is a meme for learning a language. The 
caption of the meme is very important to build emotion for the reader, 
so we can say that the meme is can be understood well and success to 
entertain them. 
       Emotions are central to the operation of memes. As Milner (2016) 
noted, part of what makes a meme propagate is its ability to resonate 
with individuals on both the personal and societal levels. Similarly, 
Miltner (2014) claimed that participants perform emotion through 
memetic formats and use them to add context to their messages, 
especially when the content is negative or difficult. In addition to 
memes being emotional conduits for individuals, their communal 
expression impacts collectives. Civic participation in digital culture 
often revolves around “affective publics” (Papacharissi, 2015) who 
engage in societal affairs through emotional involvement. The 
emotional properties of memes are, therefore, meaningful for both 
individuals and collectives, as they facilitate communal arenas of affect-
based discourse. 
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d. Kinds 
 A meme has different kinds follows what its content. For example, 
a meme for teenagers content about education, campus life, school life, 
love, romance, quarter-life crisis, etc. Second, a meme that usually used 
to express opinions such as social and politic memes. That meme 
content about criticizes the politic and social aspects that happen in the 
circles of the citizen. Third, there is a random public meme that 
contents common jokes in society. Usually, a meme has ‘theme’ agreed 
with what is happening in recent times. For example in the time of 
Election Day, the citizens are bustling to make a meme about what will 
happen on Election Day and all about the Election day. For teenagers, it 
usually happens when they will face an examination. The citizens are 
making a meme about what will happen on the examination day. 
e. Form 
 A meme can be formed in a video form, pictured meme with a 
caption or just formed as a sentence. But the pictured meme is better 
than just a sentence because the art of the meme can be seen by us. The 
art is about how the meme maker matches the appropriate picture with 
the caption that he or she makes. 
 
 
 
 
 34 
 
1) Pictured meme with caption 
 
Picture 2.1. Example of Meme 
 This meme is about a conversation between a shark and a 
human. Based on their conversation, the shark will prey the 
human after the shark posted the human photo on Instagram. 
The language style used is the informal style. 
       This meme was taken from Instagram, the name of the 
account is “englishmeetspeaker”. The meme was uploaded on 
April 24th, 2019. The researcher found this meme using hashtag 
#englishmeme. 
2) Caption meme (without picture) 
 
Picture 2.2. Example of Meme 
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 This meme is about a conversation between two people via 
social media account. Doing your homework while the teacher 
is collecting it means the student is extremely in hurry to do his 
or her homework so that in that meme, that’s called extreme 
sport. 
       This meme was taken from Facebook, the name of the 
account is “iSchoolConnect”. The meme was uploaded on May 
26th, 2019. The researcher found this meme using hashtag 
#collegememe. 
3) Video 
 A meme in the form of video usually has a little duration. 
The duration is just between 5-10 seconds. The content of the 
video is something funny that can be equipped with some 
caption. This research is not using this kind of meme as data 
because this research is a written and printed form of work. 
7. Meme in Mass Media 
 Online social media are rapidly complementing and even replacing 
person-to-person social contacts. The broadcast model of traditional mass 
media as channels for the diffusion of information is equally losing 
traction. As a result, online social networks and media have become a 
crucial turf on which public relations, marketing, and political battles are 
fought. Viral messages and political smear campaigns are increasingly 
designed specifically for social media. While several websites have 
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recently emerged that track popular and trending memes, such end-user 
services are not designed for scientific purposes (Menczer, 2015).  
       A meme in mass media used to entertain the reader. The topic of a 
meme in mass media usually criticizes something happens in society. The 
target of this meme is a citizen in a specific region. This kind of meme is 
made to criticize, giving an argument, opinion, and premise about 
something. The citizens are more interested in the criticism in the form of 
a meme so that the person in a certain capacity made this kind of meme. 
Criticize in the meme form can get more attention, notice, and also easily 
persuade people to do something or ask people who have the same 
thoughts to voiced also. Memes encourage participation by “inviting” 
online users to create their meme, inspired by a previous one, and 
contribute to the general entertaining or criticizing purposes of the original 
meme (Bisera Kostadinovska-Stojchevska and Elena Shalevska, 2018). 
       The positive effect of this situation is can make the important issue 
ignored by the people or the government can be discussed wholeheartedly. 
This kind of meme also has a negative effect that is can make the specific 
name goes bad. This is quite parlous because the media used is mass 
media. Because of those effects, the meme maker should pay attention to 
the language used as we do every giving an opinion politely. 
       Apart from being used for entertaining purposes only, memes are used 
more and more in marketing campaigns. Memes nowadays are quite well-
known, which makes them are a perfect online tool for creating a 
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successful online campaign that would be eye-catching. In addition to 
being simple, yet complex and interesting enough for the audience, the 
memes are also highly customizable to individual needs, which is another 
reason why they are so very popular (Bisera Kostadinovska-Stojchevska 
and Elena Shalevska, 2018). 
8. Implication 
 The definition of implication based on the Cambridge dictionary in 
Sari (2017) is the effect that an action or decision has on something else in 
the future. While according to the Ciputra University webpage in Sari 
(2017), the definition of implication based on the experts is the 
consequence or the impact of the result of the research finding. Another 
definition of implication based on the experts is a conclusion or a final 
result of the research finding. From all of those definitions of implication, 
it can be concluded that the definition of implication is the consequence of 
the result of the research finding which has involvement in a certain field. 
       This thesis discussed the theoretical implication of language style 
found in the caption of the meme for used in English language learning. 
The implication is based on the category of English language learners. The 
categories are teenagers, a student in formal education, and the public 
English language learner as social media users. From a research 
perspective, the job of a theory is to provide interesting and perhaps 
promising areas to work on. So, one aspect of a theoretical implication is a 
(newly found) addition to existing theories, or, building material for new 
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theories. Outside this, implication just means some consequence or effect 
(Rahbek, 2017). 
9. Relation Between Meme and English Language Learning 
 In this research, the researcher wants to show the contribution of 
meme for English language learning. The idea of meme used for learning 
was to enhance visual literacy through the implementation of meme-based 
warmers to promote speaking with the ultimate goal to facilitate the 
acquisition of all of the linguistic skills, productive and receptive: writing, 
speaking, reading and listening. Memes were selected for their ability to 
create multiple opportunities to develop visual and critical skills in the 
language classroom since they are virally-transmitted cultural artifacts 
with socially shared norms and values (Shifman, 2014) that can be defined 
as “socially recognized types of communicative actions” (Orlikowski & 
Yates, 1994, p. 541). According to Shifman (2014), “While seemingly 
trivial and mundane artifacts”, memes are multimodal texts that “reflect 
deep social and cultural structures” (Kress, 2017). 
       Learning something more entertainingly is very effective. A meme is 
indeed just a thing used for consolation or humor needs, but it doesn’t 
mean that meme cannot be something that we can’t learn. We can learn 
some knowledge by exploring what in meme we see. The first thing is 
about the caption. The caption is in the form of a word. From that word, it 
means that we can learn about what that word means or we can say we 
learn about the vocabulary of other languages, English for this research. 
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Vocabulary is the most important thing to learn and mastered a language 
well. Coady (1997) in Franco and Galvis (2013) has claimed that language 
educators have assumed that the teaching of vocabulary requires no major 
attention as it is believed to take place in learners' minds utilizing an 
unknown process devoid of explicit instruction. 
       Second, the caption is not only one word, but a sentence or more. 
From the sentence, we can learn about the structure or the formation of the 
sentence. That’s important too to learn a language, especially in academic 
importance. Third, we can learn about the art of the meme. Meme made by 
a picture completed with a caption. The art of the meme is how the meme 
maker matches the creative caption with a suitable picture. We can make 
some memes too to measure our creativity in writes the funny caption.  
       A meme can also use as teaching media in the formal institution such 
as Junior High School and Senior High School. The teacher can use meme 
for teaching creative writing, the most appropriate skill. For the university 
student and public English Language learner, a meme can use for learning 
about the sociolinguistic aspects, as the researcher does in this thesis. The 
university student and public learners can easily find meme because of 
their behavior as a social media user. Most of them are just scrolling down 
and scrolling up the “timeline” of their social media account. They can 
found the meme there, so the researcher stated random in this research.  
           Besides use as media for learning English, meme also can use as 
media for sharing and propose public opinion. For example, the topic of 
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the meme is agreed with the situation in a specific area. The topic is 
usually about social and politic aspects. The citizen as a meme maker 
proposed their opinion in the meme form to attract the readers because 
most of the readers have more attention if the “opinion” is eye-catching. 
Eye-catching here means not in a formal from, so they can understand well 
what the meme maker wants to say as the citizen. 
B. Previous Study 
  In doing this research, the researcher found that some previous researches 
related to this research. The first is the thesis written by Citra Dewi Arum Sari 
from the English Education Department of IAIN Surakarta (2017) entitled 
Semiotic Analysis of Idiomatic Expressions Found in The Hunger Games: 
Mockingjay Part 1 Movie and the Implication to English Language Skills. This 
research is qualitative research that discusses the semiotic analysis of idiomatic 
expressions found in The Hunger Games: Mockingjay part 1 movie and the 
implication to English language skills. The researcher takes the same model of 
research method for this research.  
           Besides the thesis, some article journals have related discussion with this 
research. The first article journal is a journal entitled A Sociopragmatics Study on 
Social Criticism in Meme Comics by Yuli Widiana from Catholic University of 
Widya Mandala Madiun. This research discusses meme comics based on 
pragmatics point of view. The topic to discuss is related to the use of language in 
meme comics. Hence, the research is aimed to describe the pragmatic features of 
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meme comics. Next, the topics of the social criticisms delivered by meme comics 
are also analyzed based on the sociopragmatics approach. The researcher takes the 
same model of analysis and meme as an object to be analyzed for this research. 
           The third is a journal entitled Meme Templates as Expressive Repertoires 
in a Globalizing World: A Cross-Linguistic Study by Asaf Nissenbaum and Limor 
Shifman from Communication and Journalism, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, Israel (2018). This article is based on the premise that such a 
comparative account of how memes are used in different places will shed light on 
fundamental questions about cultural globalization in the digital age. Since memes 
both represent and construct social perceptions and, technologically at least, their 
diffusion across national borders is easier than ever, they may facilitate the 
creation of global digital cultures. Memes may also be used to construct local 
digital cultures, in which attributes specific to a certain cultural setting are 
highlighted and maintained. This study aimed to systematically trace, for the first 
time, these global and local dimensions of meme cultures. The researcher takes 
meme the same as an object to be analyzed for this research. 
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
A. Research Design 
Research designs are plans and procedures for research that span the 
decisions from broad assumptions to detailed methods of data collection and 
analysis (Creswell, 2009). It means that research design is a place to put and 
devote all of the researcher‘s opinion and thought. In the research design, the 
researcher exposed the design of the research involving the thinking process of 
this study. There are three types of research designs are advanced: qualitative, 
quantitative, and mixed methods. 
In this research, the researcher used qualitative research in the type of 
content analysis using a descriptive method of the study to help to analyze the 
data. Qualitative research is a means for exploring and understanding the meaning 
of individuals or groups ascribe to a social or human problem. The process of 
research involves emerging questions and procedures, data typically collected in 
the participant’s setting, data analysis inductively building from particulars to 
general themes, and the researcher making interpretations of the meaning of the 
data. The final written report has a flexible structure. Those who engage in this 
form of inquiry support a way of looking at research that honors an inductive style, 
a focus on individual meaning, and the importance of rendering the complexity of 
a situation (adapted from Creswell, 2007) in Creswell (2009). Related with this 
research, the researcher analyzes the language style of sociolinguistics and the 
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meaning of the whole caption with a purpose to deepen the understanding of the 
content and the message of the meme caption.  
B. Data and Source of Data 
Data are the information of fact collected to solve the problems. Data are 
facts collected for examination and consideration and used to help decision-
making (Cambridge Advanced Learners' Dictionary, 2005: 314) in Sari (2017). 
Data can be in form word, phrase, or sentence. The primary data of this research 
are the meme found in social media. The researcher chooses the pictured English 
meme randomly from 2 social media applications, Facebook and Instagram, from 
any accounts in all countries. The researcher takes the meme posted in January 
until August 2019. The researcher takes that range of time to get the up-to-date 
and fresh content of the meme.  
C. Technique of Collecting Data 
 To get the data needed, the researcher searches pictured English meme 
with a caption on social media. In this research, the researcher especially uses 
Instagram and Facebook accounts to find the meme. The researcher chooses the 
meme randomly from any accounts and countries by using 6 hashtags 
(#schoolmeme, #schoolmemes, #englishmeme, #studentmeme, #studentmemes, 
#collegememe). The meme collected and saved by the researcher by screen shoot 
and or download the picture. To collect the data, the writers take the following 
stages: 
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1. Open the social media account, Instagram and Facebook. 
2. Write the hash tag in the search bar. 
3. Screen shoot or download the meme that found. 
4. Give the code to all of the data that found. 
Every meme that found and analyzed in this research are given own code. 
It is the way for coding the data: 
 
001 refers to the number of data 
IG refers to what social media that the data collected from (IG for 
Instagram and FB for Facebook) 
june refers to month the meme uploaded (in 2019) 
#schoolmeme refers to the hash tag that used for search the meme 
D. Technique of Analyzing Data 
 According to Moelong (2001:103) in Wulandari (2017), analyzing the data 
called the process of organizing and arranging the data into a pattern, category and 
a set of basic classification to find the theme and to formulate the research 
hypothesis as what the data advice. The data analysis is organized in some stages. 
Each stage is arranged to make the researcher easier in analyzing the data. It is the 
stages for specific: 
 
        001/IG/june/#schoolmeme 
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1. Data Collection 
The researcher collects the data from two social media, Instagram 
and Facebook using the hashtag that had been determined. After that, the 
researcher screens shoot or download the meme. The final data that 
collected is in picture form.  
2. Data Coding 
All of the data that collected are given it each code. The way to 
coding the data was explained above. 
3. Data Reduction 
The purpose of data reduction is to selecting, simplifying, and 
focusing the data. The researcher did reduce some data which only 
describe the analysis of 30 data that found. The researcher did not reduce 
the content of the caption because all of them are needed to be analyzed.  
4. Data Display 
This stage used to display the data of qualitative research to make 
the research and the reader easy to understand. The researcher organized 
and describes the types of language style in meme’s caption based on 
Kirszner and Mandell’s classification. 
5. Drawing Conclusion 
After displayed the data, the researcher describing what the 
language style used by each of the data.  
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6. Making Percentage 
The researcher made a percentage to know the dominant language 
style that used in the meme caption. The formula that used was taken from 
Cahyono (2016:36). 
𝑃 =
𝐹
𝑁
 × 100% 
 P refers to Percentage 
 F refers to Frequency 
 N refers to the sum of the frequency 
E. Trustworthiness of Data 
The qualitative research needs the validity of the data. The result of the 
validation of the data analysis will indicate the quality level of the research 
finding. The data of this research are the caption of all meme found in social 
media. After the data taken from the sources, the data will be checked with the 
theory that used to find out the appropriateness between both of them. If there is 
appropriateness between the data and the theory, it can be said that the data was 
valid. 
This research use triangulation techniques to check the trustworthiness of 
the data. Sutopo (2002:78) states that that are four kinds of triangulation 
techniques namely: source triangulation, investigator triangulation, 
methodological triangulation, and theoretical triangulation. For this research, the 
researcher uses theoretical triangulation to check the validity of the data. The 
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researcher compared and checks the data with the related theory used for this 
research. The researcher checked the caption of the meme based on language 
theory that used. The researcher also gives some questions for 10 subjects to 
convinced the implication of meme to English language learning. The subject is 
the twelveth grade non-English students of SMA Batik 2 Surakarta.  
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CHAPTER IV 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
A. Research Findings 
  In this subchapter, the researcher presents the finding of the research 
related to the problem statements in chapter one. The researcher found 110 data of 
meme in picture form. From all of the data, 30 data described, chosen randomly 
and also considering the more interesting content. There are 10 data (33,33%) that 
proven informal slang language style, 1 data (3,33%) that proven informal 
colloquial language style, 15 data (50%) that proven informal language style, and 
4 data (13,33%) that proven formal language style. Below is the description of 
each data: 
1. Formal (003/IG/august/#schoolmemes) 
 
Picture 4.1. 
 The meme was uploaded on Instagram, August 12nd, 2019. 
The Instagram account’s name is “education_memes.in”. The topic 
of the meme is about school life. The place where the topic usually 
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works through is in the class. The meme was made for responding 
to the students' complains. The meaning of the conversation is that 
nobody in the class pays attention to the lesson giving by the 
teacher. The content is about a student that has a conversation with 
his or her teacher so the language style that used is formal language. 
2. Informal: Slang (025/IG/july/#schoolmeme) 
 
 
Picture 4.2. 
The meme was uploaded on Instagram, July 13rd, 2019. 
The Instagram account’s name is “rootbeerpiggies”. The topic of 
the meme is about student life. The place where the topic usually 
works through is during the exam. The meme was made for 
responding to the students’ struggle for an exam. The meaning of 
the caption is the student has no idea what he doing at all during 
the exam. He doesn’t understand anything about the exam subject. 
The language style used is a slang language style because we can 
find the word “fuck”. “Fuck” is an English slang language that has 
the same meaning as bad luck. 
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3. Informal (042/FB/june/#englishmeme) 
 
Picture 4.3. 
The meme was uploaded on Facebook, June 11st, 2019. 
The Facebook account’s name is “Meme_verse_”. The topic of the 
meme is about romance life. The place where the topic usually 
works is in a relationship with someone. The meme was made for 
responding to the one-sided love from someone. The meaning of 
the caption is the man got rejected from the woman. He is going to 
the woman’s city to meet her but the woman rejected by asking the 
man to have fun on his own. The language style used is informal. 
The caption used the word “dm” is an abbreviation of “direct 
message”, the feature of Instagram for personal chatting, and 
“Awww..” for the conversation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 51 
 
4. Informal: colloquial (076/FB/april/#studentmeme) 
 
Picture 4.4. 
The meme was uploaded on Facebook, April 18th, 2019. 
The Facebook account’s name is “Prince Rajput”. The topic of the 
meme is about romance life. The place where the topic usually 
works is in a relationship with someone. The meme was made for 
responding to the one-sided love from someone. The meaning of 
the caption is someone got rejected by his or her crush because of 
the appearance. The language style used is colloquial because we 
can find the word “potato”. “Potato” here means the appearance of 
someone that less attractive. Meanwhile, the word “french fries” is 
the appearance of someone that good enough or more attractive 
than just a “potato”. 
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5. Informal: slang (085/FB/february/#studentmeme) 
 
Picture 4.5. 
The meme was uploaded in Facebook, February 25th, 2019. 
The Facebook account’s name is “Panda Services & Offers”. The 
topic of the meme is about daily life. The place where the topic 
usually works through is in daily activities. The meme was made 
for responding the struggle of life. The meaning of the caption is a 
person who is lying in bed for rest at night but can’t stop to keep 
herself from thinking about what would happen in the morning. 
The language style that used is slang language style because we 
can found the word “hell”. “Hell” here means the bad day and she 
has to struggle with life and face the reality again. The expression 
of the character represents the caption, she is on edge. 
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6. Informal: slang (069/IG/august/#studentmemes) 
 
Picture 4.6. 
The meme was uploaded in Instagram, August 3rd, 2019. 
The Instagram account’s name is “moody_students”. The topic of 
the meme is about student life. The place where the topic usually 
works through is during the lesson in the class. The meme was 
made for responding the struggle of being student. The meaning of 
the caption is a student that paying attention to the lesson but still 
has no idea about what has been taught by the teacher. The 
language style that used is slang language style because we can 
found the word “wtf”. “Wtf” is the abbreviation of “what the fuck” 
that has the same meaning with poor or bad luck. The expression 
of the character represents the meme’s caption, he is blank and has 
no idea. 
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7. Informal: slang (061/IG/july/#studentmemes) 
 
Picture 4.7. 
The meme was uploaded in Instagram, July 17th, 2019. The 
Instagram account’s name is “thatstudentpage”. The topic of the 
meme is about student life. The place where the topic usually 
works through is during doing the task or assignment. The meme 
was made for responding the students’ laziness. The meaning of 
the caption is a student try to work this assignment but already take 
a break after done one sentence only. The language style that used 
is slang language style because we can found the word “chill”. 
“Chill” means calm down, take a break from doing something, can 
also means being extravagant for a moment.  
8. Informal (099/FB/february/#schoolmeme) 
 
Picture 4.8. 
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The meme was uploaded in Facebook, February 19th, 2019. 
The Facebook account’s name is “Tutoriko”. The topic of the 
meme is about student life. The place where the topic usually 
works through is during the exam. The meme was made for 
responding the students’ focus during the exam. The meaning of 
the caption is a student is not pays attention about the instruction 
and the question that given in the exam sheet. The language style 
that used is informal language style. 
9. Informal: slang (082/FB/april/#studentmeme) 
 
Picture 4.9. 
The meme was uploaded in Facebook, April 25th, 2019. The 
Facebook account’s name is “Thediaryofclassteacher”. The topic 
of the meme is about student life. The place where the topic usually 
works through is in the school. The meme was made for 
responding the life as a student. The meaning of the caption is a 
student called dumb by the other person but he respond with 
logical premise that dumb is the reason why he attends the class. 
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The language style that used is slang language style. The slang 
word is “dumb” that means stupid or lacking of intelligence. 
10. Informal (063/IG/july/#studentmemes) 
 
Picture 4.10. 
The meme was uploaded in Instagram, July 20th, 2019. The 
Instagram account’s name is “knowwhatitmeme”. The topic of the 
meme is about daily life. The place where the topic usually works 
through is in daily activities. The meme was made for responding 
the struggle of daily life. The meaning of the caption is a person 
that ruining his own life but still feels that he is fine and feel like 
not a bad thing happens. The language style that used is informal 
language style. 
11. Informal (068/IG/july/#studentmemes) 
 
Picture 4.11. 
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The meme was uploaded in Instagram, July 3rd, 2019. The 
Instagram account’s name is “minthalalmemes”. The topic of the 
meme is about student life. The place where the topic usually 
works through is during do the task or assignment. The meme was 
made for responding the struggle of the student to done their 
assignment all over the night. The meaning of the caption is the 
student is have to done the assignment in hurry but he or she is too 
sleepy so that make him or her not focused and used the stationary 
in wrong way. The language style that used is informal language 
style because used the word “u” instead of “you” and used “ur” 
instead of “you are”. 
12. Informal: slang (079/FB/april/#studentmeme) 
 
Picture 4.12. 
The meme was uploaded in Facebook, April 19th, 2019. The 
Facebook account’s name is “Prince Rajput”. The topic of the 
meme is about daily life. The place where the topic usually works 
through is in daily activities. The meme was made for responding 
the struggle of daily life of a person. The meaning of the meme is a 
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person who is beefed about what is would happen in his life every 
morning he woke up. The language style that used is slang 
language style because used the word “shit” that means unlucky. 
13. Informal: slang (048/FB/may/#englishmeme) 
 
Picture 4.13. 
The meme was uploaded in Facebook, May 18th, 2019. The 
Facebook account’s name is “Meme_verse_”. The topic of the 
meme is about daily life. The place where the topic usually works 
through is in when using the social media. The meme was made for 
responding the complaint of bad signal from social media users. 
The meaning of the meme is Youtube often has bad signal when 
loading the actual video but has a good singal when loading the ads. 
The language style that used is slang language style because used 
the word “fucking”. “Fucking” here means the very necessary 
video that searched by the user. 
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14. Informal (012/IG/august/#schoolmemes) 
 
Picture 4.14. 
The meme was uploaded in Instagram, August 10th, 2019. 
The Instagram account’s name is “minthalalmemes”. The topic of 
the meme is about a personality. The place where the topic usually 
works through is a person in sociality. The meme was made for 
responding first impression of a people to others. The meaning of 
the meme is when we know about a person’s personality, it is 
usually not all figured out. The language style that used is informal 
language style because used the word “ppl” instead of “people”. 
15. Informal: slang (020/IG/august/#schoolmemes) 
 
Picture 4.15. 
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The meme was uploaded in Instagram, August 11st, 2019. 
The Instagram account’s name is “nostalgiasukmemes”. The topic 
of the meme is about daily life. The place where the topic usually 
works through is in the lyrics of a song. The meme was made for 
responding the lyrics of the song. The meaning of the meme is a 
person who sings emotionally when the lyrics are relatable to her 
or his life story. The language style that used is slang language 
style because used the word “damn”. “Damn” here means that the 
lyrics are excessively relatable. 
16. Informal (049/FB/may/#englishmeme) 
 
Picture 4.16. 
The meme was uploaded in Facebook, May 17th, 2019. The 
Facecook account’s name is “Meme_verse_”. The topic of the 
meme is about daily life. The place where the topic usually works 
through is in daily activities. The meme was made for responding 
that every mother’s word or statement is right. The meaning of the 
meme is a daughter who beefed out about her stomach was hurt. 
Her mother said that is happen because her daughter was keep in 
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touch with phone every time. The daughter’s expression is 
astonished because she thinks that her mother’s statement is not 
logic but she cannot argue her mother. The language style that used 
is informal language style because used the word “Yeah” and 
“cause”.  
17. Formal (005/IG/august/#schoolmemes) 
 
Picture 4.17. 
The meme was uploaded in Instagram, August 10th, 2019. 
The Instagram account’s name is “_scmeme”. The topic of the 
meme is about school life. The place where the topic usually works 
through is during the exam. The meme was made for responding 
the students’ memory during the exam. The meaning of the meme 
is the student write “etc” in his work because he bears his own 
meaning for “etc” that is end of thinking capacity. He is writes 
down that word because he is really not remembered the subject’s 
material. The language style that used is formal language style 
because the teacher asks him in a formal word. 
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18. Informal: slang (034/IG/june/#schoolmeme) 
 
Picture 4.18. 
The meme was uploaded in Instagram, June 28th, 2019. The 
Instagram account’s name is “txm_hxllxnd”. The topic of the 
meme is about school life. The place where the topic usually works 
through is in the class. The meme was made for responding the 
student who forgot the homework. The meaning of the meme is the 
student asked by the teacher about his homework but the he is had 
no idea about having a homework. The language style that used is 
slang language style because used “fuck” as the student’s respond. 
“Fuck” here means bad luck for him. 
19. Informal (094/FB/january/#studentmeme) 
 
Picture 4.19. 
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The meme was uploaded in Facebook, January 7th, 2019. 
The Facebook account’s name is “Panda Services & Offers”. The 
topic of the meme is about employee life. The place where the 
topic usually works is when an employee started them day. The 
meme was made for responding hard life of an employee. The 
meaning of the meme is every time an employee woke up, he or 
she had to decide between go to work or fake their own death in 
order to not have to going work because he or she was too tired. 
The language style that used is informal language style because 
used the word “you’re”. 
20. Informal (100/FB/february/#schoolmeme) 
 
Picture 4.20. 
The meme was uploaded in Facebook, February 28th, 2019. 
The Facebook account’s name is “The Hitching Post Educational 
Center”. The topic of the meme is about student life. The place 
where the topic usually works is during the exam. The meme was 
made for responding on the student’s trouble during the exam. The 
meaning of the meme is the student is flustered about everyone 
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used ruler during the test but he or she cannot figured out what the 
function of the ruler for the test. The language style that used is 
informal language style because used the word “you’re”. 
21. Informal (102/FB/january/#schoolmeme) 
 
Picture 4.21. 
The meme was uploaded in Facebook, January 9th, 2019. 
The Facebook account’s name is “Markiplier Memes”. The topic 
of the meme is about student life. The place where the topic usually 
works is during the exam. The meme was made for responding on 
the student’s trouble during the exam. The meaning of the meme is 
the student is stressed out because he is cannot answer the first 
question of the test and skip the number. He is trying to answer the 
next question but the answer of the next question is based on the 
previous number. The language style that used is informal 
language style. 
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22. Informal (104/FB/june/#collegememe) 
 
Picture 4.22. 
The meme was uploaded in Facebook, June 3rd, 2019. The 
Facebook account’s name is “Essay_Writer”. The topic of the 
meme is about student life. The place where the topic usually 
works is during do the assignment. The meme was made for 
responding on the student’s feeling about the assignment. The 
meaning of the meme is the student hates his assignment at all. The 
language style that used is informal language style because used 
the word “I’ve” instead of “I have”. 
23. Informal (105/FB/may/#studentmeme) 
 
Picture 4.23. 
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The meme was uploaded in Facebook, May 27th, 2019. The 
Facebook account’s name is “Math – e - Magic”. The topic of the 
meme is about student life. The place where the topic usually 
works is during the lesson or exam. The meme was made for 
responding on the way the student tries to cheating. The meaning 
of the meme is the student try to cheating with moving their seat 
(usually in the back row) but that not help at all. The language style 
that used is informal language style because used the word “dear”. 
24. Informal (107/FB/june/#studentmeme) 
 
Picture 4.24. 
The meme was uploaded in Facebook, June 7th, 2019. The 
Facebook account’s name is “Essay_Writer”. The topic of the 
meme is about student life. The place where the topic usually 
works is during the daily school life. The meme was made for 
responding on how the student overcomes their duty. The meaning 
of the meme is the student seems relaxed and thinks positively to 
overcome their hard duty. The language style that used is informal 
language style because used the word “you’ve” and “I’ll”. 
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25. Formal (108/FB/july/#studentmeme) 
 
Picture 4.25. 
The meme was uploaded in Facebook, July 9th, 2019. The 
Facebook account’s name is “Bookthesurprise”. The topic of the 
meme is about student life. The place where the topic usually 
works is during the lesson. The meme was made for responding on 
students’ act. The meaning of the meme is every student deserves 
an Oscar award because their acting pretend to understand the 
material of the lesson during the class. The language style that used 
is formal language style. 
26. Informal (013/IG/august/#schoolmemes) 
 
Picture 4.26. 
 68 
 
The meme was uploaded in Instagram, August 9th, 2019. 
The Instagram account’s name is “studentshacks.ch”. The topic of 
the meme is about student life. The place where the topic usually 
works is during had a homework. The meme was made for 
responding on students’ laziness. The meaning of the meme is the 
student cannot sleep calmly because he knows that he had not done 
his homework. Notwithstanding of that, he still try to sleep and 
figured out that he would wake up annoyed and stressed out. The 
language style that used is informal language style because used 
the word “goin” instead of “going”. 
27. Informal (016/IG/august/#schoolmemes) 
 
Picture 4.27. 
The meme was uploaded in Instagram, August 13rd, 2019. 
The Instagram account’s name is “mindofteens”. The topic of the 
meme is about student life. The place where the topic usually 
works is student in daily life. The meme was made for responding 
on students’ sleep time. The meaning of the meme is the student is 
noticed by his or her mother awake in the morning but actually he 
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or she has not slept during the night. The language style that used 
is informal language style because used the word “ur” instead of 
“you’re”. 
28. Informal: slang (056/IG/july/#collegememe) 
 
Picture 4.28. 
The meme was uploaded in Instagram, July 14th, 2019. The 
Instagram account’s name is “studenthacks.ch”. The topic of the 
meme is about education life. The place where the topic usually 
works is student in daily life. The meme was made for responding 
on students’ complaint. The meaning of the meme is the students 
are complaint that school make them stressed, depressed, cried, 
tired, etc. They want to be noticed by the department of education 
but actually they have to overcome those problems on their own, 
the department of education was not care about that. The language 
style that used is slang language style because used the word 
“fuckin’” that means didn’t care. 
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29. Informal (037/IG/june/#schoolmeme) 
 
Picture 4.29. 
The meme was uploaded in Instagram, June 16th, 2019. The 
Instagram account’s name is “memeinglessmemerable”. The topic 
of the meme is about student life. The place where the topic usually 
works is student during the exam. The meme was made for 
responding on what the student do during the exam. The meaning 
of the meme is the students that not allowed to left the class even 
they had finished their work. The language style that used is 
informal language style because used the word “you’ve’” instead 
of “you have”. The expression of the person represents the caption, 
he is annoyed. 
30. Formal (103/FB/june/#collegememe) 
 
Picture 4.30. 
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The meme was uploaded in Facebook, June 21st, 2019. The 
Facebook account’s name is “DASH.app”. The topic of the meme 
is about student life. The place where the topic usually works is 
students’ stage of education. The meme was made for responding 
on the students’ education. The meaning of the meme is the 
students said that university has been the most stressful time but 
they still continue their education stages to get the master degree. 
The language style that used is formal language style. 
Table 4. 1 
Results of Questionnaire Concerning Students’ Perception 
about Meme in Social Media 1 
No. Statement Yes No 
1. 
Having more than 1 social 
media. 
8 (80%) 2 (20%) 
2. 
Access the social media account 
everyday. 
8 (80%) 2 (20%) 
3. 
Open and discern random 
“timeline”. 
5 (50%) 5 (50%) 
4. Knowing what is meme in form. 10 (100%) 0 
5. 
Dircern English meme in social 
media oftenly. 
3 (30%) 8 (80%) 
6. 
Understood the meme given by 
the researcher. 
5 (50%) 5 (50%) 
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7. 
Meme help them knows the 
new vocabulary of English. 
5 (50%) 5 (50%) 
8. 
Interested to studying English 
using meme. 
4 (40%) 6 (60%) 
9. 
Agreed meme for used as a 
learning media in the school. 
6 (60%) 4 (40%) 
10. 
Agreed to make a simple meme 
for task. 
5 (50%) 5 (50%) 
 
Table 4. 2 
Results of Questionnaire Concerning Students’ Perception 
about Meme in Social Media 2 
No. Statement Total 
11. Access the social media for (necessity):  
 
a. Entertain 5 
b. Work 1 
c. Looked for information 3 
d. Others................ 2 
12. Most followed account:  
 
a. Friends 2 
b.Artist / “Selebgram” / other famous people 4 
c. Comedy / Gag 3 
d. Online shop 3 
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e. Others.................. 2 
13. Interested if meme used as learning media because:  
 
a. Bored with material-based learning 0 
b. Increase learning enthusiasm 4 
c. Never applied by the teacher before 6 
d. Others...................... 0 
14. Attractive part of meme:  
 
a. Picture 5 
b. Caption 3 
c. Topic 2 
d. Others..................... 0 
15. Way to know the meaning of vocabulary:  
 
a. Open dictionary 3 
b. Asking friend 5 
c. Doing nothing 2 
d. Others.................... 0 
 
B. Discussion 
 In In this subchapter, the researcher presents the discussion of the research 
related to the problem statements in chapter one. The researcher matches between 
the theory and the data findings.  
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1. Language style revealed on the meme’s caption 
Language Style is a form of a communication system in its own 
right or the way people use language in different style whether formally or 
informally style (Chaika, 1982: 29) in Prasetya (2018). The language style 
is the use of a word in the sentence or conversation that different in every 
situation or a specific group of people. The difference in language style is 
important in sociolinguistic because determines our quality in society. We 
should elect the correct and suitable language style in a different situation 
and different partners in sociality. It’s all obtained in oral and written form 
of a sentence. 
This research is analyzed and discussed with the classification of 
language style according to Kirszner and Mandell in Sinaga (2018). The 
classifications are slang language style, colloquial language style, informal 
language style, and formal language style. 
The first style is the slang language style. In this research, the 
researcher found 10 data (33,33%) that used a slang language style. It can 
be proven in data 025/IG/july/#schoolmeme. This meme used slang 
language style because we can found the word “fuck”. “Fuck” is an 
English slang language that has the same meaning as bad luck. “Fuck” 
belongs to slang language because that word is very informal language and 
not polite to be used. This word is properly used in society, especially for 
teenagers. They interpret that word as bad luck so they can use that word 
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customary and there is no misconstrued between the teenagers about that 
word. 
Slang language style also found in other data, which is data 
079/FB/april/#studentmeme. The language style used is slang language 
style because used the word “shit” means unlucky. Same with the word 
“fuck” in the previous data, “shit” is a very informal language and not 
polite to be used. This word is properly used in society, especially for 
teenagers. They interpret that word as unlucky so they can use that word 
customary and there is no misconstrued between the teenagers about that 
word. 
The second language style is colloquial. In this research, there is 
one data (3,33%) that prove the use of colloquial language style. The data 
is data 076/FB/april/#studentmeme. The language style used is colloquial 
because we can find the word “potato”. “Potato” here means the 
appearance of someone that less attractive. Meanwhile, the word “french 
fries” is the appearance of someone that good enough or more attractive 
than just a “potato”. The meaning of “potato” is ugly or less attractive in 
colloquial language. Colloquial is an informal word similar to slang when 
used in writing it gives the impression of speech. It is not as radical as 
slang, and it is more relaxed and conversational than formal style (Sinaga, 
2018).  
The third language style is informal. In this research, the researcher 
found 15 data (50%) of a meme that uses informal language style. It can be 
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proven in data 068/IG/july/#studentmemes. The language style that used in 
this meme is informal because used the word “u” instead of “you” and 
used “ur” instead of “you are”. Informal style is usually not following 
official or established rules and methods (Sinaga, 2018). Despite not 
following the rules, the reader still can understand what the word means 
because informal language is often used in society, oral and or written 
form. “You are” written into “ur” is just because of the pronunciation of 
the word.  
Another data that used informal language style is data 
012/IG/august/#schoolmemes. The language style that used in this meme 
is informal because used the word “ppl” instead of “people”. “ppl” is just 
the short form of “people” and often used by the people in written form. 
“Ppl” used in written form because it can reduce the amount of character 
that we should type. 
The last language style is formal. In this research, there are 4 data 
(13,33%) that use formal language style. The data that prove they used of 
formal language style is data 103/FB/june/#collegememe. Even the meme 
is an informal thing, the caption of the meme is written in formal language. 
The sentence “University has been the most stressful time of my life” is 
written in correct and accepted rules. It also does not use constructions and 
it strives for absolute grammatical accuracy.  
Another data that prove they used of formal language style is data 
108/FB/july/#studentmeme. The sentence “Every student deserves an 
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Oscar Award for acting like they are understanding everything in class” 
written in correct and accepted rules of formal language.  
2. The meaning of the meme’s caption 
First meaning is about logical and conceptual meaning. Logical or 
conceptual meaning was the same as what other scholars call ‘denotative’, 
or ‘designative’, or ‘cognitive’, or ‘descriptive’ meaning. The logical or 
conceptual meaning can be proven in data 103/FB/june/#collegememe. 
The caption of that data shows the conceptual meaning. The second 
meaning is about connotative. The connotative meaning was indeterminate 
and open-ended. This was because this depends upon the knowledge and 
faiths of the speakers and may belong to any characteristics of the referent, 
real or imaginary as identifies by the speaker. The connotative meaning 
can be proven in data 076/FB/april/#studentmeme. “Potato” here means 
the appearance of someone that less attractive not the real potato. 
Meanwhile, the word “french fries” means the appearance of someone that 
good enough not something to eat. 
The third meaning is social meaning. Social meaning was that 
information which a piece of language (i.e. a pronunciation variation, a 
word, phrase, sentence, etc.,) conveys about the social circumstance of its 
use. Social meaning was understood through the recognition of different 
dimension and level of style within the same language. Aspects of 
language variation like social or regional dialect variation, style variation 
like formal, informal, colloquial, slang etc., in a social situation a 
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functional meaning of a sentence may differ from its conceptual meaning 
due to its illocutionary force. “Dm” is well-known among the social media 
users. “Dm” refers to direct message, a feature of Instagram for personal 
chatting, so that, the social meaning is exist in this meme’s caption. 
  The fourth meaning is affective meaning. Data 
003/IG/august/#schoolmemes, proves the affective meaning, can be seen 
in the conversation. Affective meaning was the aspects of meaning which 
“reflects personal feelings of the speaker, includes the attitude of the 
listener or his attitude to something the listener was talking about 
(Umagandhi and Vinothini, 2017). The student’s sentence “You voice is 
so sweet Ma’am. That’s why I fall asleep.” means that the student sleep 
because the teacher’s voice. The affective meaning is the student actually 
teases the teacher. The reason why he or she tease is can be because the 
teacher explains the lesson in tedious way, so that the students aren’t 
listening and pay attention to the teacher.  
The fifth is reflected meaning. Reflected meaning was the meaning 
which arises in cases when a word has multiple conceptual meaning or 
polysemous, when one sense of a word form part of our response (or 
reaction) to another sense. Reflected meaning can be proven in data 
049/FB/may/#englishmeme. Mom’s word “Yeah, cause you always on 
that phone”, is indicates that she is peevish with her child. The daughter’s 
expression is astonished because she thinks that her mother’s statement is 
not logic but she cannot argue her mother.  
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The sixth is collocative meaning. Collocative meaning consists of 
the association a word acquires on account of the meaning of words which 
tend to occur in its environment. Researcher did not found this kind of 
meaning in 30 data described. The last is thematic meaning. Thematic 
meaning was that “what was communicated by the way in which a speaker 
or writer organize the message, in terms of ordering, focus, and emphasis”. 
The thematic meaning can also be expressed by means of stress and 
intonation to highlight information in one part of a sentence. Thematic 
meaning can be proven in data 005/IG/august/#schoolmemes. The 
meaning of the meme is the student write “etc” in his work because he 
bears his own meaning for “etc” that is end of thinking capacity. He is 
writes down that word because he is really not remembered the subject’s 
material. The question can be changed into passive sentence.  
3. The implication of the meme to English language learning 
The implication is the consequence of the result of the research 
finding which has involvement in a certain field. This thesis discussed the 
theoretical implication of language style found in the caption of the meme 
for used in English language learning. The implication for public or 
common English language learners is can make them improve their 
English ability by reading the meme. The aspect that they can improve is 
about vocabulary mastery. If they determine reading a meme as a hobby, 
they definitely will search the meaning of each word in the dictionary or 
other sources to know the literal and context meaning. This activity can 
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improve their mastery and enthusiasm for learning more about the English 
language. 
The public English language can mean active users of social media. 
Social media would help them more and make them easy to learn the 
language. They can use social media as an application to finding the meme 
as their learning media and as a teacher to help them understand the 
material. The teacher is can be the other social media users or some blog 
that provides the material to learning English. As social media users, they 
also have to master the language they often used in social media, those are 
slang language and informal language. The benefit of knowing those kinds 
of language is alleviating misunderstanding between other social media 
use. It can also make us more exist is social media because we use the 
associate language of society. 
For university students, meme makes them studied about 
sociolinguistic. It can be proven in this research. This research found that 
there are four characteristics of language style used in the meme’s caption. 
The language style is the branches of sociolinguistics study. In the 
university, especially the English department has sociolinguistic as their 
subject of a lesson. The student can make a discussion or journal about 
meme in sociolinguistics as the researcher does in this research. They can 
discuss in the sociolinguistics approach or other linguistics branches that 
appropriate to the use or context of the meme that analyzed. 
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University students always keep in touch with social media almost 
every time. The evidence is university student has a chatting group for 
their daily lesson necessity. They also have more than one social media 
besides the chatting application. They open their accounts randomly and 
watch random content also. A meme has commonly appeared as that 
random content. One of the meme’s characteristic is eye-catching because 
mostly pictured. This is very effective to attract them because they open 
their account when they feel bored. In this bored time, they read the meme 
and automatically increase their English language ability. They can 
improve their vocabulary mastery of the English language. 
For the Junior and Senior High School students, meme makes them 
study the language outside of the class activity. Pictured meme sounds 
attractive for them as Junior and Senior High School students because the 
meme is pictorial. They can use meme and social media as the media just 
like the university students’ way, read and find out the meaning of each 
word. But for learning during the class or in the school with the teacher, 
the social media cannot be used because most of Junior and Senior High 
School student are not allowed to bring the mobile phone or active in 
social media during the class. The teacher can explain and guide them 
during the lesson using the school’s facilitation such as computer or laptop 
and an internet connection so that the student shouldn’t bring their mobile 
phone. 
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The meme can also make the students improve their creative 
writing, imagination and creative in thinking because they have to match 
the caption with the appropriate picture in making meme. The teacher can 
ask them to make a simple meme for a task. The meme can increase their 
enthusiasm for learning English. Junior and Senior High School mostly 
attracted by practical learning. The plus values of the meme are it is 
pictorial and should be made by practices so that learning English with 
meme can attract the student's enthusiasm than learning English in the 
form of theory. 
There are 15 questions for the questionnaire. The question divided 
into two parts, 10 questions is about yes or no question and the subject can 
choose more than 1 option for 5 questions remain. Based on the research 
questionnaire, there are 8 students who have more than 1 social media 
accounts and they are access the social media everyday. They followed 
various account in their social media, friends, artist, “selebgram”, 
comedy/gag, online shop, athlete, and other accounts. Five students are 
diecern random “timeline” in their accounts. Most of them, 5 student, 
access the social media for entertain necessary. There are 3 students who 
access the social media for search information.  
The researcher also summarized that all subjects (10 students of 
twelveth grade) know meme in form. Half of them are interested with the 
picture of the meme. Five students claim that meme can help them to 
know the new vocabulary of English language. Four students out of ten are 
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interested to learn English language using the meme. The students also 
claim that meme can increase their enthusiasm to learning English. Their 
enthusiasm can be seen in what they do if they are not understood about 
the meaning. They searched the meaning in dictionary or asked their friend. 
From the questionnaire, can be concluded that the implication of the meme 
are can make the students know about new vocabulary and increase 
students’ enthusiasm to learning English. The picture of the meme is the 
important part because it is eye-cathing to the students.  
 After discussing the whole research finding, we can conclude that 
the language used in the meme’s caption is very unique. The caption is 
often written not following the rules or correct way, but still has a meaning 
even understood by the reader. This is the reason why the meme is eye-
catching more than another form of topic. The teacher can ask the students 
to make a simple meme to know the students’ creative writing skills. The 
teacher should give the students a limitation about the meme’s topic. 
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSION, IMPLICATION, AND RECOMMENDATION 
  This chapter is the final section of this research. It provides a brief 
explanation of the results of this present work and suggestions for other 
researchers to explore this related study. 
A. Conclusion 
  This thesis analyzed the language style in social media’s meme and the 
implication of English language learning. Completing this study, the researcher 
concludes the finding that can reveal the answers to three research problems. 
Dealing with the first research question, the meme’s caption used four kinds of 
language style according to Kriszner and Mandell (1978:10-23) in Sinaga (2018), 
slang language style, colloquial language style, informal language style, and 
informal language style. The researcher finds 110 memes but only 30 memes that 
describe in the research finding the chapter. There are 10 data (33,33%) of slang 
language style, 1 data (3,33%) of colloquial language style, 15 data (50%) of 
informal language style, and 4 data (13,33%) of formal language style. We can 
conclude that formal language style and slang language style is the language style 
most used in the meme’s caption. 
           Dealing with the second research question, the researcher used the 
definition of implication according to the Cambridge dictionary in Sari (2017). 
The implication is the effect that an action or decision has on something else in 
the future. The implication of the meme is making the English language learner 
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studied vocabulary, sociolinguistics, and creative writing. A meme can also 
increase the English language learner’s enthusiasm for learning the language. 
B. Implication 
 The implication is the consequence of the result of the research finding 
which has involvement in a certain field. This thesis discussed the theoretical 
implication of language style found in the caption of the meme for used in English 
language learning. The implication for public or common English language 
learners is can make them improve their English ability by reading the meme. The 
aspect that they can improve is about vocabulary mastery. This activity can 
improve their mastery and enthusiasm for learning more about the English 
language. As social media users, they also have to master the language they often 
used in social media, those are slang language and informal language. The benefit 
of knowing those kinds of language is alleviating misunderstanding between other 
social media use. It can also make us more exist is social media because we use 
the associate language of society. 
For university students, meme makes them studied about sociolinguistic. It 
can be proven in this research. This research found that there are four 
characteristics of language style used in the meme’s caption. The language style is 
the branches of sociolinguistics study. In the university, especially the English 
department has sociolinguistic as their subject of a lesson. The student can make a 
discussion or journal about meme in sociolinguistics as the researcher does in this 
research. They can discuss in the sociolinguistics approach or other linguistics 
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branches that appropriate to the use or context of the meme that analyzed. The 
meme is very effective to attract them because they open their account when they 
feel bored. In this bored time, they read the meme and automatically increase their 
English language ability. They can improve their vocabulary mastery of the 
English language. 
           For the Junior and Senior High School students, meme makes them study 
the language outside of the class activity. Pictured meme sounds attractive for 
them as Junior and Senior High School students because the meme is pictorial. 
They can use meme and social media as the media just like the university students’ 
way, read and find out the meaning of each word. The meme can also make the 
students improve their creative writing, imagination and creative in thinking 
because they have to match the caption with the appropriate picture in making 
meme. The teacher can ask them to make a simple meme for a task. The meme 
can increase their enthusiasm for learning English. Junior and Senior High School 
mostly attracted by practical learning. The plus values of the meme are it is 
pictorial and should be made by practices so that learning English with meme can 
attract the student's enthusiasm than learning English in the form of theory.  
C. Recommendation 
Based on the discussion and conclusion, the researcher would like to 
recommend as follows: 
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1. For The Other Researchers 
  The result of the research expected can be used as further 
information for other researchers that have related discussion about the 
analysis of language style in the meme caption. The next researcher also 
expected to apply this media to the student in his or her research to be 
implemented. They also can find out the other different aspects of the 
English language in the meme’s caption for the next research or the other 
application of social media. 
2. For English Foreign Language Teacher  
The teachers are expected to be more creative in the teaching and 
learning process using this media and technology but still give the best 
explanation of each material for the students. If the teacher uses meme as 
the media, the teacher should give the students limitation of the topic that 
appropriates to use by them in different grades or level of English learner. 
3. For English Foreign Language Learner 
The student should determine what media suitable for their 
learning style. The learner can learn by their learning style by this media 
and technology in a more fun and interesting way. The student should 
limit their use of social media too because not all content of social media 
is appropriate for learning. They have to get guidance from the teacher or 
parents to use social media. 
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Appendix 1 
The Most Popular Social Media Platforms of 2019 
In today’s social networking era, Facebook dominates the industry by 
boasting an account of 85% of the internet user’s worldwide (excluding China). 
This shows Facebook’s ability to retain members in spite of the growing 
competition and facing stock downfall of 38% since July.  
YouTube follows second, with Facebook Messenger on the third tier. 
WhatsApp, Instagram, and Twitter are also decent contenders and fall just behind 
the top three.  
A new report from GlobalWebIndex shows that many messaging services 
such as Snapchat, Line, Viber, and WeChat are actually popular within certain 
demographics and markets. This comes as a surprise since these platforms post 
low in the infographic below.  
When it comes to messaging services, there is a close tie between 
Facebook Messenger and WhatsApp. While Facebook leads in the number of 
members WhatsApp sees more monthly users. Snapchat comes third, however, 
fails to see much success in North America, especially among Generation Z. 
The report also makes it apparent that Facebook, YouTube, and WhatsApp 
are the regularly used platform for networking, entertainment, and messaging 
respectively. 
Other findings from the study include: 
• Majority of users on YouTube are either visitors who have not logged into 
their accounts or are not even members in the first place 
• Most YouTube users are between the age of 16 and 24 
• The age group between 16 and 24 is also more likely to be active on 
Instagram than the 55 – 64 demographic 
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Take a look at the chart below and see the social sites that lead the race. 
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The Top 20 Social Media Apps and Sites in 2019 
Do you want to make sure you’re using the best social media apps? After 
all, there are now so many vying for your attention, it can be difficult choosing 
between them all. To help you out, we have compiled a list of the top social media 
sites in 2019. 
1. Facebook 
Let’s start with the obvious choices. For all its faults (and there are a lot of 
them), Facebook is still comfortably the most popular social media network in the 
world. With more than 2 billion users, it’s the place to go if you want to easily 
connect with most of the people from your current or former life. 
2. Instagram 
If you’re more interested in looking at images and short video clips, 
Instagram might be the best social network for you. 35 percent of American adults 
have an account. Perhaps unfairly, the network has developed a reputation for 
being superficial and full of selfies. If you dig past the junk, you can find stunning 
photography, incredible artwork, and plenty more. 
3. Twitter 
Twitter is another network that’s received a considerable amount of 
negative coverage. The 280-character limit (formerly 140 characters) doesn’t 
exactly promote reasoned debate, and the presence of millions of fake bots only 
serves to erode the experience further. However, if you want breaking news, 
instant reactions, and access to your favorite sports stars, celebrities, and 
journalists, Twitter is an unrivaled resource. 
4. LinkedIn 
LinkedIn provides social networking for professionals. As the site has 
grown, it’s become one of the best ways to build your CV, find a new job, and 
network within your professional circles. 
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5. Snapchat 
Snapchat is almost exclusively a young person’s hangout; you’re unlikely 
to find your grandma with an account. The site revolves around sharing self-
destructing images and videos, though there’s also a messaging feature and lots of 
gamification features. 
6. Tumblr 
7. Pinterest 
8. Sina Weibo 
9. Reddit 
10. TikTok 
11. Ask.fm 
12. VKontakte 
13. Flickr 
14. Meetup 
15. InterNations 
16. XING 
17. Nextdoor 
18. Tinder 
19. Foursquare 
20. Myspace 
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Appendix 2 
No. Data Code Data 
1 
001/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
 
2 
002/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
 
3 
003/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
 
4 
004/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
 
5 
005/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
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6 
006/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
 
7 
007/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
 
8 
008/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
 
9 
009/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
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10 
010/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
 
11 
011/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
 
12 
012/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
 
13 
013/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
 
14 
014/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
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15 
015/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
 
16 
016/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
 
17 
017/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
 
18 
018/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
 
19 
019/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
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20 
020/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
 
21 
021/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
 
22 
022/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
 
23 
023/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
 
24 
024/IG/august/#schoolmemes 
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25 
025/IG/july/#schoolmeme 
 
26 
026/IG/august/#schoolmeme 
 
27 
027/IG/july/#schoolmeme 
 
28 
028/IG/june/#schoolmeme 
 
29 
029/IG/july/#schoolmeme 
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30 
030/IG/july/#schoolmeme 
 
31 
031/IG/june/#schoolmeme 
 
32 
032/IG/june/#schoolmeme 
 
33 
033/IG/may/#schoolmeme 
 
34 
034/IG/june/#schoolmeme 
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35 
035/IG/july/#schoolmeme 
 
36 
036/IG/june/#schoolmeme 
 
37 
037/IG/june/#schoolmeme 
 
38 
038/IG/april/#schoolmeme 
 
39 
039/IG/may/#schoolmeme 
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40 
040/IG/august/#schoolmeme 
 
41 
041/FB/june/#englishmeme 
 
42 
042/FB/june/#englishmeme 
 
43 
043/FB/june/#englishmeme 
 
44 
044/FB/june/#englishmeme 
 
45 
045/FB/may/#englishmeme 
 
46 
046/FB/may/#englishmeme 
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47 
047/FB/may/#englishmeme 
 
48 
048/FB/may/#englishmeme 
 
49 
049/FB/may/#englishmeme 
 
50 
050/FB/march/#englishmeme 
 
51 
051/FB/march/#englishmeme 
 
52 
052/FB/june/#englishmeme 
 
53 
053/IG/july/#collegememe 
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54 
054/IG/may/#collegememe 
 
55 
055/IG/june/#collegememe 
 
56 
056/IG/july/#collegememe 
 
57 
057/IG/may/#collegememe 
 
58 
058/IG/june/#collegememe 
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59 
059/IG/april/#collegememe 
 
60 
060/IG/july/#studentmemes 
 
61 
061/IG/july/#studentmemes 
 
62 
062/IG/july/#studentmemes 
 
63 
063/IG/july/#studentmemes 
 
64 
064/IG/july/#studentmemes 
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65 
065/IG/july/#studentmemes 
 
66 
066/IG/july/#studentmemes 
 
67 
067/IG/july/#studentmemes 
 
68 
068/IG/july/#studentmemes 
 
69 
069/IG/august/#studentmemes 
 
70 
070/IG/july/#studentmemes 
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71 
071/FB/march/#collegememe 
 
72 
072/FB/april/#collegememe 
 
73 
073/FB/april/#collegememe 
 
74 
074/FB/april/#collegememe 
 
75 
075/FB/april/#collegememe 
 
76 
076/FB/april/#studentmeme 
 
77 
077/FB/april/#studentmeme 
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78 
078/FB/april/#studentmeme 
 
79 
079/FB/april/#studentmeme 
 
80 
080/FB/april/#studentmeme 
 
81 
081/FB/april/#studentmeme 
 
82 
082/FB/april/#studentmeme 
 
83 
083/FB/may/#studentmeme 
 
84 
084/FB/april/#studentmeme 
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85 
085/FB/february/#studentmeme 
 
86 
086/FB/february/#studentmeme 
 
87 
087/FB/february/#studentmeme 
 
88 
088/FB/february/#studentmeme 
 
89 
089/FB/january/#studentmeme 
 
90 
090/FB/january/#studentmeme 
 
91 
091/FB/january/#studentmeme 
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92 
092/FB/january/#studentmeme 
 
93 
093/FB/january/#studentmeme 
 
94 
094/FB/january/#studentmeme 
 
95 
095/FB/january/#studentmeme 
 
96 
096/FB/march/#schoolmeme 
 
97 
097/FB/march/#schoolmeme 
 
98 
098/FB/march/#schoolmeme 
 
 113 
 
99 
099/FB/february/#schoolmeme 
 
100 
100/FB/february/#schoolmeme 
 
101 
101/FB/february/#schoolmeme 
 
102 
102/FB/january/#schoolmeme 
 
103 
103/FB/june/#collegememe 
 
104 
104/FB/june/#collegememe 
 
105 
105/FB/may/#studentmeme 
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106 
106/FB/june/#studentmeme 
 
107 
107/FB/june/#studentmeme 
 
108 
108/FB/july/#studentmeme 
 
109 
109/FB/july/#studentmeme 
 
110 
110/FB/july/#studentmeme 
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Appendix 4 
Curriculum Vitae 
Personal Detail 
Full Name   : Azizah Widya Pratiwi 
Place and Date of Birth : Wonogiri, April 28th, 1997 
Nationality   : Indonesia 
Marital Status   : Single 
Religion   : Islam 
Address   : Perum Ketapang Blok 8 No. B-72, Kebonmanis, 
       Cilacap, Central Java. 
E-mail    : azizah.widya@yahoo.com 
 
Educational Background 
SD Patra Mandiri Cilacap 
SMP Al-Irsyad Cilacap 
SMA Al-Irsyad Cilacap 
Institut Agama Islam Negeri Surakarta 
 
Organizational Background 
OSIS SMP Al-Irsyad Cilacap 
 
